
 

LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS 

 March 25, 2024 

LEGISLATION 

The deadline to refer bills out of the Insurance and Real Estate 

Committee was Thursday, March 21st at 5PM. Committee leadership 

failed to agree on an agenda of bills by this deadline, and in an 

unprecedented occurrence, not a single bill was referred out of the 

Insurance and Real Estate Committee this year. All 40 bills under 

the committee’s purview have died.  

Unfortunately, this includes priority bill HB 5247 - An Act 

Concerning Employee Health Benefit Consortiums. While all bills 

are currently dead, we do believe that language  from Insurance bills 

will be included in proposed amendments to other bills on the floor. 

We will continue to monitor all legislation and amendments as they 

are published, and provide updates as necessary.  

Other Legislation of Interest: 

SB 210: An Act Concerning A State-operated Reinsurance Program, 

Health Care Cost Growth And Site Of Service Billing Requirements. 

• Purpose of the Legislation: To: (1) Implement a state-

operated reinsurance program; (2) include hospitals in the health 

care cost growth and primary care spending target benchmark 

program administered by the Office of Health Strategy; and (3) 

require hospital-based facilities to submit such facility's national 

provider identifier and tax identification number with each claim for 

reimbursement. 

• Current Status: Dead 

 

HB 5377 - An Act Concerning The Connecticut Health Insurance 

Exchange. 

• Purpose of the Legislation: to require the Connecticut Health 

Insurance Exchange to hold public meetings and receive legislative 

approval prior to (1) entering into nondisclosure or settlement 

agreements, or (2) charging assessments or user fees or changing 

the amount of, or process used to calculate, assessments or user 

fees. 

NOTES OF INTEREST 
 

• The Connecticut State 
Legislature began the 
2024 Session on February 
7th. The session ends May 
8th. 

• Next House Session Date: 
March 25 at 12pm 

• Next Senate Session Date: 
March 25 

• Legislative Sessions can 
be watched live at CT-
N.com 

• The deadline to refer bills 
out of the Insurance and 
Real Estate Committee 
was Thursday, March 21st. 
All bills in the committee 
are now dead. 

 

a 

https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:https://www.ctinsider.com/politics/article/connecticut-capitol-legislature-insurance-19349648.php&strip=0&vwsrc=0
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/TOB/H/PDF/2024HB-05247-R00-HB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/TOB/H/PDF/2024HB-05247-R00-HB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2024&bill_num=210
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2024&bill_num=210
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/TOB/H/PDF/2024HB-05377-R00-HB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/TOB/H/PDF/2024HB-05377-R00-HB.PDF


 

• HB 5377 had a Public Hearing on March 5th. Access Health CT and the Office of the 

Healthcare Advocate testified against the bill. CBIA testified in support. 

• NABIP-CT plans to submit testimony in support of the legislation. 

• Current Status: Dead 

OTHER NEWS 

Prior to the Insurance JF Deadline, Stephanie Amato (Immediate Past President of NABIP CT) 

attended a press conference with Insurance co-chair Kerry Wood and other stakeholders to urge 

passage of HB 5247 - An Act Concerning Employee Health Benefit Consortiums out of committee. 

 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/insdata/TMY/2024HB-05377-R000305-Michel,%20James,%20CEO-Access%20Health%20CT-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/insdata/TMY/2024HB-05377-R000305-King,%20Sean,%20Acting%20Healthcare%20Advocate-OHA-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/insdata/TMY/2024HB-05377-R000305-King,%20Sean,%20Acting%20Healthcare%20Advocate-OHA-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/insdata/TMY/2024HB-05377-R000305-Bosworth,%20Wyatt,%20Associate%20Counsel-CBIA-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/TOB/H/PDF/2024HB-05247-R00-HB.PDF


 
 

ADMINISTRATION  

HB 5o54: An Act Addressing Health Care Affordability. 

• Governor’s Bill 

• Legislation directs the Office of Health Strategy to establish affordability standards, which will 
integrate into rate review the health insurance carriers’ efforts to keep yearly increases in 
premiums at or below the benchmark. 

• It also directs OHS to explore best practices for prescription drug affordability, monitor 
policies in other states, and launch a prescription drug affordability board (PDAB) to work with 
similar panels across the country. a review of how well health insurers prioritize affordability. 

• Includes four new positions targeted at hospital oversight in the state’s Office of Health 
Strategy. One would support “expanded” financial monitoring of hospitals, “to develop 
advanced warning of financial distress,” and to strengthen Connecticut’s certificate of need 
review process. 

• The bill also forms an oversight commission to advise the Office of Health Strategy on 
advancing health equity and supporting equitable access to affordable and high-quality health 
care for underserved populations 

• Current Status:  Dead 

 

HB 5053: An Act Concerning the Governor's Budget Recommendations for Health and Human 

Services 

• Governor’s Bill 

• Includes language that would decrease the eligibility threshold for the state’s Medicaid HUSKY 

A program from 160% of the federal poverty level, or FPL, to 138%. Individuals who would no 

longer qualify for Medicaid would instead be able to receive coverage under the Covered 

Connecticut program, a zero-premium, no cost-share coverage plan through the state’s health 

insurance exchange.  

• Current Status: Amended and Referred to the Appropriations Committee 

 

Governor Lamont addressed a joint session of the Connecticut General Assembly on Feb. 7th. He 
presented his FY 2025 Recommended Budget Adjustments. A video and transcript of the address can 
be viewed here . The Appropriations Committee is currently working to draft their response to the 
governor’s proposal. A final draft of their proposal will be released in late March or early April.  

 

KEY INFORMATION RESOURCES:  

• CT Insurance Department Bulletins: https://portal.ct.gov/CID/Bulletins/Current-List-of-

Bulletins  

• Connecticut Paid Leave Authority website: CTPaidLeave.org  

https://cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2024&bill_num=5054
https://cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2024&bill_num=5053
https://cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2024&bill_num=5053
https://cga.ct.gov/2024/hsdata/sl/2024HB-05053-R00LCO03129HS-SL.PDF
https://portal.ct.gov/OPM/Bud-Budgets/2025-Midterm/FY-2025-Budget-Adjustments
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Speeches/Governor-Lamont-2024-State-of-the-State-Address
https://portal.ct.gov/CID/Bulletins/Current-List-of-Bulletins
https://portal.ct.gov/CID/Bulletins/Current-List-of-Bulletins
https://ctpaidleave.org/s/?language=en_US


 
• Access Health CT Meeting Agendas and Minutes: https://agency.accesshealthct.com/boards-

committees 
 
 

RECENT ARTICLES AND OP-EDS OF NOTE:   
 

• CBIA: Small Business Employee Healthcare Bill Faces Uncertain Future 

• CT Insider: CT legislative meltdown leads to 40 bills being killed at deadline: 'Never seen 

anything like this' 

• CT Mirror: ‘Up in flames’: CT insurance committee advances no bills 

• Hartford Courant: Following Alabama IVF ruling, CT lawmakers want infertility treatment 

coverage for all 

• Hartford Courant: Rising costs, ‘Medicare Advantage abuse’ force job cuts at local CT 

hospital, president says 

• Forbes: The Affordable Care Act Has Not Been Affordable For Taxpayers  
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Capitol Strategies Group, LLC 
36 Trumbull Street 
Hartford, CT 06103 
nicole@csgct.com 
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https://agency.accesshealthct.com/boards-committees
https://agency.accesshealthct.com/boards-committees
https://www.cbia.com/news/issues-policies/uncertain-future-small-business-employee-healthcare
https://www.ctinsider.com/politics/article/connecticut-capitol-legislature-insurance-19349648.php
https://www.ctinsider.com/politics/article/connecticut-capitol-legislature-insurance-19349648.php
https://ctmirror.org/2024/03/21/ct-2024-legislative-session-insurance-real-estate/
https://www.courant.com/2024/03/06/following-alabama-ivf-ruling-ct-lawmakers-want-infertility-treatment-coverage-for-all/
https://www.courant.com/2024/03/06/following-alabama-ivf-ruling-ct-lawmakers-want-infertility-treatment-coverage-for-all/
https://www.courant.com/2024/03/15/rising-costs-medicare-advantage-abuse-force-job-cuts-at-local-ct-hospital-president-says/
https://www.courant.com/2024/03/15/rising-costs-medicare-advantage-abuse-force-job-cuts-at-local-ct-hospital-president-says/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/adammillsap/2024/03/22/the-affordable-care-act-has-not-been-affordable-for-taxpayers/?sh=3d36bd9139dd
http://www.csgct.com/

